
      Kingsport, Tennessee USA        Punta Arenas, Magallanes, Chile 

Welcome 



 



About Kingsport… 

► Hottest summer days are like Boston or Minneapolis, but the 

winter snowfall was 34 inches less? 

► Average winter days are like Atlanta, but the summers had 35 

fewer sweltering 90+ degree days? 

► Annual high and low temperatures are like San Francisco (without 

the faultline)? 

► Number of 90+ degree days are half that of Denver (and the 

winters had 45 fewer inches of snowfall)? 

► Lush green vegetation is naturally maintained by rainfall amounts 

comparable to Seattle 

► Nature’s beauty unfolds in four balanced seasons 

► Natural watershed scored a perfect 100 

► Equidistant from every major metropolitan market in the eastern 

U.S.  

► Consistently one of the most affordable places to live?   

► Mix in some of the nicest, most accommodating people in the 

world…  

  Kingsport, Tennessee … it’s a great place to live! 



Equidistant to New York, New Orleans, 
Chicago & Orlando 



Kingsport’s population is large enough to have 
amenities, but small enough to avoid problems like 
traffic and crime. 

Nashville, TN               1,593,050 

Memphis, TN-MS-AR          1,316,579 

Knoxville, TN   699,180 

Greenville, SC   638,576  

Chattanooga, TN-GA 530,205 

Asheville, NC  422,752 

Kingsport, TN-VA* 310,695 

Roanoke, VA  308,893 

Charleston, WV  304,571 

Spartanburg, SC  284,713 

Clarksville, TN-KY  274,695 

Charlottesville, VA  199,776 

Johnson City, TN  198,974 

Anderson (Clemson) , SC 187,269 

Blacksburg (Virginia Tech) 161,768  *1,000,000 within 50 mile radius 



“Were I to undertake to define the spirit 
underlying every step in the growth of 
Kingsport, from the days of its humblest 
beginning until now, I could not avoid the 
assertion that the spirit…is one of mutual 
helpfulness and a willingness to submerge 
selfish interest…” 

~ J. Fred Johnson, 1937 

“The Kingsport Spirit” 



About Kingsport: Finance 

► Property Tax rates have not been increased  

► For past 4 years, property tax rate is lowest in 25 years, 6th lowest in city’s history 

► Employee pay has increased every year – even during tough economic times 

► Moody’s bond rating was upgraded from Aa1 to Aa2 in FY11 

► Operate at approximately 5% of a self-imposed 10% debt ceiling (legal limit is 20%) 

► Received unqualified opinions on City Audit for 11 straight years 

► Received national awards for excellence financial reporting & budgeting for 11 years 

► Assessed taxable value has grown 52% ($1.076 billion in 2001, $1.643 billion in 2010)  

 



About Kingsport: Actual Debt vs. Debt Ceiling 



About Kingsport: City Budget = $212,164,014 
City of Kingsport, TN    City Population = 50,851 

MAJOR AREAS OF SPENDING: 

► General Fund (Police, Fire, Sanitation, Streets, etc.) $69,559,000 

► General Purpose Schools Fund    $63,005,000 

► Water Fund      $13,367,400 

► Wastewater Fund     $14,019,000 

► Solid Waste      $  4,186,200 

► Fleet/Vehicle Replacement Fund    $  9,003,200 

► Health Insurance Fund     $  7,524,000 

► Risk Management Fund     $  2,654,700 

► Electric              Private utility 

► Gas            Private utility 

► Cable            Private utility 



Economy in Transition 
 
Transitioned from ‘working hard’ to ‘working smart’ 
 
 

2010 Employees By Occupation  Count 

"White Collar" Employees 32,038 53.4% 

   Administrative Support Workers 9,705 16.2% 

   Executive Managers & Administrators 6,146 10.3% 

   Professional Specialty Occupations 7,547 12.6% 

      

"Blue Collar" Employees 27,914 46.6% 

   Other Services Site Based 8,398 14.0% 

   Precision Craft & Repair 6,189 10.3% 



Kingsport Academic Village 

brings 2,100 students downtown 

Then and Now 1999 
Summit 

2010 ACS 
5-Yr 

College degree or higher        18% 32% 

Median age 42.3 43.7 

Over 65 21% 20% 

Median Family Income $30,279 $51,826 



More than 75% of workforce in establishments with <9 employees  

 

2010 Count % 

1-4 Employees 1,381 56.4% 

5-9 Employees 472 19.3% 

10-19 Employees 290 11.8% 

20-49 Employees 181 7.4% 

50-99 Employees 75 3.1% 

100-249 Employees 36 1.5% 

250-499 Employees 8 0.3% 

500-999 Employees 3 0.1% 

1,000+ Employees 4 0.2% 



 



Leisure, Hospitality, Sports Tourism 

MeadowView Marriott  80,000+ guests per year 
 
$128 million in spin-off private taxable investments 
 
Direct Tourist Spending: Sullivan Co $286,000,000 



Kingsport is…Four Balanced Seasons 



► Great Smoky Mountains  

► Cumberland Gap  

► Appalachian Trail  

► Blue Ridge Parkway 

► Andrew Johnson 

Kingsport is …  
       Near 5 national parks 

http://www.nps.gov/
http://www.doi.gov/
http://www.nps.gov/


► Tennessee  Warriors Path (in Kingsport) 

► Virginia  Natural Tunnel (22 miles) 

► Tennessee  Sycamore Shoals (35 miles) 

► Tennessee  Davy Crockett Birthplace (36 miles) 

► Virginia  Southwest Virginia Museum (40 miles) 

► Tennessee  Roan Mountain (53 miles) 

► Kentucky  Kingdom Come (62 miles) 

► Tennessee  Panther Creek (62 miles) 

► Virginia  Hungry Mother (67 miles) 

► Virginia  Wilderness Road (67 miles) 

► Virginia  Pinnacle Natural Area (71 miles) 

► North Carolina Mount Mitchell (80 miles) 

► Virginia  Grayson Highlands (84 miles) 

► Virginia-Kentucky Breaks Interstate Park (98 miles) 

► Kentucky  Carr Creek (98 miles) 

 
 

Kingsport is …  
       Less than 100 miles from 15 state parks in 4 states 



► Fort Patrick Henry (inside Kingsport) 

► Boone (15 miles) 

► Cherokee (29 miles) 

► South Holston (33 miles) 

► Watauga (41 miles) 

► Douglas (74 miles) 

 

 

Kingsport is …  
       Near 6 TVA dam-controlled lakes 



Equivalent Cost of Living for $50,000 (bestplaces.net/col) 



Kingsport = Low Cost of Living + High Quality of Life 

Total City & County property taxes = 1% of appraised home value 

► No solid waste, garbage, trash or recycling fees 

► No special school tax or tuition 

► No special district tax (fire, parks, etc.) 

► No wheel tax in Sullivan County 

► No state income tax on salaries/wages 

► No personal property tax on vehicles, boats, etc. 

► No vehicle inspection fees 

► No annual vehicle taxes of any kind 

► Housing costs = 38% below national average 

► Utilities costs = 12% below national average 

► Transportation costs = 4% below national average 

► Healthcare costs = 11% below national average 

► Internationally accredited police, fire & medical responders 



 



 



Top Metros Moving to Kingsport 

1 Tampa Bay, FL 

2 Washington, DC-VA-MD-WV 

3 Atlanta, GA 

4 Miami-Ft Lauderdale, FL 

5 New York-Northern  NJ 

6 Asheville, NC 

7 Charlotte, NC-SC 

8 Orlando, FL 

9 Virginia Beach-Norfolk, VA-NC 

10 Deltona-Daytona, FL 

11 Detroit, MI 

12 Chicago, IL-IN-WI 

13 Houston, TX 

14 Baltimore, MD 

15 Charleston, SC 

16 Phoenix, AZ 

17 Jacksonville, FL 

18 Sarasota-Bradenton, FL 

19 Columbia, SC 

20 Dallas-Fort Worth, TX 

21 Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN 

2,608 families relocated from 49 states & DC (2006-2012) 
 

 
 

 



Manufacturing Today 

 

Kingsport 



 



 



Unemployment Rate 
updated September, 2012 

 6.9% = Dallas 

 7.0% = Houston  

 7.6% = Kingsport, TN-VA 

 8.0% = Seattle  

 8.1% = Portland, Oregon 

 8.2% = San Francisco 

 8.7% = Orlando 

 8.8% = Chicago 

 8.9% = Atlanta 

 9.0% = Philadelphia 

 9.0% = Tampa Bay 

 9.0% = San Diego 

 9.1% = New York 

 9.7% = Charlotte 

10.3% = Los Angeles 

 



Environment & Economy Co-Exist  
Health Ratings (www.bestplaces.net) 

  
Air Quality 

(100 is best) 

Water 
Quality 

(100 is best) 

Superfund Sites 
(100 is best) 

Physicians per 
100,000  

population 

Kingsport, TN 46 97 97 393 

Denver, CO 45 87 11 545 

Phoenix, AZ 14 65 10 246 

Seattle, WA 36 59 20 416 

Los Angeles, CA 1 52 10 258 

Miami, FL 65 50 10 299 

Atlanta, GA 6 47 54 472 

San Francisco, CA 57 47 80 639 

New York, NY 22 40 60 246 

Washington, DC 7 40 90 705 

Houston, TX 16 37 11 269 

Chicago, IL 7 31 10 369 

Boston, MA 26 1 99 1007 



Danelle Glasscock 
Executive Director 
United Way of Greater Kingsport  

► Communication is key 

► Giving to philanthropy backbone 
over ½  of community giving from 
their employees ($2.2 M goal for 
2012) 

► Volunteer support is also stellar with 
700 employees a year participating 
in a week of caring 

► Management involvement from the 
top with non-profits.   Our incoming 
board chair and campaign chair are 
both Eastman employees 

► Community Advisory Panel 

► Emphasis on safety 

► Reputation for taking care of their 
employees 

 





•Provide world-class curriculum and instruction 
•Provide committed and innovative educators 
•Furnish safe, appropriate, and well-maintained facilities 
•Ensure business operations effectively support teaching and 
learning 
•Engage families and community with schools 

 



•U.S. News & World Report 
•Silver Medal Award winner 
•#8 in Tennessee 
•Top 5% of all schools in U.S. 
 



Grades 3-8 Academic Achievement 

2009 2010 2011 

Math A A A 

Reading/LA B B A 

Social Studies A A A 

Science A A A 



Grades 5, 8, & 11 Writing 

2009 2010 2011 

Writing 5th A A A 

Writing 8th  A A A 

Writing 11th  A A A 



•Tennessee Comprehensive Assessment Program 
•Math (3rd-8th) Proficiency:  5th in Tennessee 
•Algebra II End of Course Proficiency:  4th in Tennessee 
•Reading/Language Arts Proficiency:  Top 10% in Tennessee 

 
•Graduation Rage:  92.7% (2011) 

•State average =  85.5% 
•State goal = 90 % 

 
•Per Pupil Expenditures:  $10,189 

•State average =  $9,084 
 

•2011 KCS TCAP Results 
•5th graders 1st in state in math 
•4th graders 5th in state in reading 
•5th graders 6th in state in reading 
•3rd graders 6th in state in math 
•6th graders 10th in state in math 

 



2011 ACT Scores (3-year average) 

National Avg.  
(one year) 

Tennessee Avg. KCS 

Composite 21.1 19.1 22.1 

English 20.6 18.8 22.0 

Math 21.1 18.7 21.9 

Reading 21.3 19.3 22.3 

Science/Reasoning 20.9 19.1 21.7 

*TN one of only eight states to test  
100% of students 





•A rigorous study compared PLAN (in ACT family) to PISA 
(Program of International Student Assessment) 
•15-year olds from Dobyns-Bennett 
•Several U.S. high schools in the study 



Math:  4th in the World 



Science:  4th in the World 



Reading:  3rd in the World 



•Eastman Scholar Mathlete Program 
•Putting Children First Grants 
•GEM4STEM 
•FIRST Robotics 
•Science Olympiad 
•Innovation Academy Mentor Teachers 



      Kingsport, Tennessee USA        Punta Arenas, Magallanes, Chile 

Welcome 


